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#2) Once you have ranked the case studies in order, move the “My Decision Line” to where you think everything on the left of it is a racist act and everything on the right is either not racist or attempts to erase racism. On the next page of this document, give reasons for your decision.  
Where I Draw the Line
Reasons for my decision
Instructions: 1) Rank the examples below of how Chinese migrants were treated throughout Australian history.


Order the examples to show which experiences you see as the worst and the best.


Note: no “stacking” (no 2 scenarios can be “equal”).  If you have difficulty with dragging the scenarios to the bar, number them from 10 to 0 


(10=the worst, 0=the best treatment)








Evaluating the Treatment of Chinese Migrants








Before the gold rush, Chinese labourers were assigned numerous jobs that helped to open up the growing settlement. Jobs included clearing the bush, digging wells and irrigation ditches, and working as shepherds on the new properties.





Acts passed included the International Labour Organisation Act 1973, the Australian Citizenship Act 1973 and the Racial Discrimination Act 1975 which enabled Australia to ratify the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination.





The majority of Chinese immigrants to Australia during the gold rush were indentured or contract labourers. Only a small minority of Chinese people were able to pay for their own voyage and migrate to Australia free of debt.





Many Chinese men had come to Australia to make money to support their impoverished families in China. They found themselves isolated within Australian society. Chinese women were not allowed to migrate to Australia.





James Roberts and his family gave refuge to many injured Chinese miners on their property just outside the Back Creek goldfields. Over the course of a few weeks, about 1200 Chinese refugees arrived at the Roberts station.





Specific taxes were levied by the Victorian Government against the Chinese for residence on the goldfields and for entry by land or sea. A capitation (poll-tax) of 10 pounds was imposed on each Chinese person to arrive by sea at Victorian ports.





Many wealthier families sent their sons back to China for their primary education, thus ensuring fluency in both oral and written Chinese language skills and an understanding of Chinese religious practices and culture.





Approximately 2000 European diggers attacked the Chinese miners. Although they tried to get away from the violent mob, about 250 Chinese miners were gravely injured and most lost all their belongings.





After the South Australian government introduced restrictions on Chinese immigration, the mining industries suffered a setback and many leases had to be abandoned due to a lack of available labour.





Many Chinese people found that to survive it was best to find the sort of temporary employment not generally wanted by European Australians. Anti-Chinese sentiment also made it difficult to find stable work, and many turned to begging.





In the decades following the Second World War, the White Australia policy increasingly came under question. A centrepiece of Australian foreign policy was the introduction of the Colombo Plan in 1951, aimed at strengthening relationships with Asia.





Prime Minister Gough Whitlam’s Labor government also abolished university fees, which brought about a significant increase in the number of ethnic Chinese students studying in Australia.





Worst treatment of


Chinese migrants





Best treatment of


Chinese Migrants








Cases above are sourced from The National Museum of Australia © http://www.nma.gov.au/  - The Harvest of Endurance
This activity supports an eLearning Sequence from the Asia Education Foundation: http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/

