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Characteristics of folktales
	
	What you found


	Similarities to other folktales you know

	Setting

· Folktales are usually set in a magical world where animals speak and witches abound

· The setting is usually unimportant and references are vague e.g. "Once upon a time in a faraway kingdom..."

· Some settings reflect the culture of the country e.g. beautiful palaces or castles
	
	

	Characters

· The characters are flat and simple so that young children can easily identify them.

· They represent either good or evil.

· Their motives are always obvious.

· They are stereotypical such as the evil stepmother.

· Good always wins but the hero often has to use supernatural forces. 
	
	

	Plot

· Plots are simple and usually short.

· They are based on a formula such as the journey.

· The action is rapid and the endings happy.
	
	

	Theme and Conflict

· The themes are simple but important as they teach young children virtues such as truthfulness and generosity.

· Children learn that there is always a condition for every advantage.
	
	

	Style

· The language is simple, description is limited and repetition used.

· Dialogue is often used especially in characterisation.

· Motifs such as helpful animals or spells help storytellers remember the tale.

· Most of the motifs are based around magic.

· Most of the heroes or heroines remain noble or beautiful throughout.
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