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Glossary of visual literacy terms
	Feature
	Definition and Effect/s

	Close up
	Shows the head and shoulders of a person and connects the viewer to the person/subject. Shows detail, emotion or places emphasis on characterisation.

	Colour
	Is used to attract attention, place emphasis, represent particular moods and feelings, symbolise something and influence the emotional response of the viewer. Tone is the degree of shade, darkness or lightness in a coloured area.

	Extreme close up
	Focuses on the detail of the head, face or a part of the face. Conveys mood and feeling and makes the audience relate closely to the experiences of the character. 

	Extreme long shot
	Establishes the setting and gives an overall view of the scene.

	Eye level shot
	Places the viewer at the same level as the subject of the image. Makes the audience feel relaxed and in the same space as the subject. Makes the subject look neutral or calm.

	Framing
	Framing separates, connects or confines elements of an image. Images can be framed with a border. Within an image, objects/subjects can also be framed by a border or by other objects. Framing is used to direct attention or to isolate a part of the image. 

	Gaze
	Is the directed look of a character to the viewer or to other characters or objects in an image. The eyes looking directly at the viewer is a demand. A demand focuses attention on the eyes and makes the audience feel included or forces us to look at the object. An offer is when there is no person or creature in the image or if the eyes look to the side or at another person/object in the image. An offer provides the possibility of looking at any part of the image first rather than being forced to look at the eyes first.

	High angle shot
	This shot is taken above the subject which makes the audience feel powerful or makes the subject look powerless, vulnerable or small.

	Long shot  
	Shows a full body image, depth and long distance from the subject. Establishes the setting and context. Makes the audience feel less connected with the character.

	Low angle shot
	This shot is taken below the subject, making the subject look powerful, imposing or important and makes the audience feel powerless. 

	Medium shot
	Shows the upper part of a person’s body, from the knees or waist up. Delivers information by showing the subject in the context of the background.

	Salience
	The state or quality of an item that stands out relative to neighbouring items. Salience can focus attention and influence reading paths.

	Vectors
	An imagined line that directs our attention in a visual image and creates a reading path.

	Layout
	Includes how the image is composed – what is in the centre, foreground, background, at the top/bottom of the image. Placement may be balanced to suggest order and symmetry or off-balance to suggest disorder. Placement can give an element of the image salience, giving it emphasis and importance in the image. In Western cultures, what is placed at the top of an image might be idealised while the bottom of an image might be more realistic.

	Line
	Lines can be thin, thick, heavy or light and used to focus attention or to suggest mood. For example, curved lines can suggest fluidity and calmness while anger is represented by a jagged line. Vertical lines can suggest people, trees, stillness or isolation.
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