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Year 8 
Term __ 20___
Multimodal assessment task
Topic: Feudal Japan
Background
We have been studying feudal Japan and the focus of our historical inquiry has been why Japan experienced relatively little change during their feudal era and the Tokugawa shoguns remained in power for over 200 years.  We have practised using evidence and preparing for research. 

Tasks:

1. In consultation with your teacher decide on ONE possible reason why the Tokugawa shoguns sustained power for so long. Five possibilities are listed on the next page but you might invent something different or argue against one of these.

2. Design a focused question to research, for example:  how did religion in feudal Japan discourage change and help keep the Tokugawa shoguns in power?

3. Locate information, including primary sources, that could help answer your question and keep systematic research notes as described below.

4. Combine all the information and evidence you have collected into a two page Progress Report that summarises your conclusions and so answers your question. More requirements will be outlined by your teacher.

5. Make sure that somewhere in your presentation you make a point by referring to more than one perspective.

6. Prepare your conclusions to be presented in the form of an electronic multimodal presentation and submit this, as well as your research notes, by the due date.

7. Share copies of your multimodal presentation with other students and reflect on what were the most important reasons for the Tokugawas remaining in power.

Conditions (for example)
Date given: ________

Progress Report due_______

Date due:  

Note: Class time will be available to work on this.

Assessment
In addition to your multimodal presentation, your research notes and draft report will be submitted and assessed. These will be used to make judgements about:
· knowledge and understandings demonstrated about  the topic

· historical skills involving:

· using historical questions and research  to inform an historical inquiry, including procedures involving systematic note taking
· identifying and locating relevant sources using various methods
· analysing and using primary and secondary sources, especially to corroborate and draw conclusions about usefulness
· sequencing historical events, developments and periods

· identifying and describing viewpoints, attitudes, values, perspectives and interpretations in historical sources
· communicating chronology, historical terms, concepts and explanations in multimodal formats that use evidence from a range of acknowledged sources
Five possibilities for why the Tokugawa shoguns remained in power for almost 200 years:
1. Real power lay with the shoguns and local daimyo so the central authority, the emperor could exercise little influence.

2. The samurai code of bushido did not encourage new ideas and thoughts.
3. There was a rigid social class system in feudal Japan and new ideas from those wanting to climb the social ladder did not emerge.

4. Japan was fairly closed to outsiders so there were few new ideas from outside Japan.

5. The religions encouraged people to accept life as it always had been and to not ask questions. 


Systematic research notes
There are many ways to take useful, systematic notes as you research. Your teacher will explain formats that may be required, but most importantly you must keep a record of where you obtained the information you are recording. The title and URL of websites and the authors and titles of books must be kept, as well as page numbers.

Do not just copy or copy and paste notes. Research notes are a way of gradually turning what you are reading or viewing into your own words. 
You will want to find a ways of sorting and re-sorting your notes. On paper some people use highlighters or coloured pencils to indicate parts of their notes that have something in common. This helps in planning. In OneNote and other electronic programs 'tabs' can be added that can later be used to sort notes back into the order desired by your plan. Tables and spreadsheets can also be used for sorting. 

Reflection is a crucial part of note taking. You must demonstrate that you asked questions to yourself as you were reading. If you feel a need to find out what a word meant  or to double check a date then record this in your notes somehow and record how you follow it up. Hyperlinks can be handy in electronic note taking to demonstrate that you followed up a question you had posed for yourself. Questions should be emerging as you research.  
Electronic multimodal presentation
There are many ways of communicating answers to questions electronically. These include:
· using hypertext in presentation tools like PowerPoint and Prezi

· making a short movie, with captions

· creating interactive timelines

· creating interactive images in a visual presentation centred on thinglink http://www.thinglink.com/
· designing a webpage.

The main requirement is that the presentation is multi-modal. Pages of words cut and pasted on to a Powerpoint slide is not multimodal but single modal. Slides should have a minimum of information on them and visual images too.
You are creating a presentation that can be communicated electronically. In discussion with your teacher it may be that you can present your findings as an 'oral' – a talk to the class accompanied by slides. If so it should be videoed and presented as a video that can later be shared with class members. 

Your presentation can tell a 'story' as an argument answering your question. It could also be a 'game' or simulated inquiry that asks the user to make decisions, as in a create-your-own-adventure story. For example the first slide could introduce the question and invite the user to choose between three different sources of evidence related to that question.  Once they make a choice you' the creator of the 'game', can demonstrate your historical skills by explaining just how useful the chosen source is likely to be.

Remember your multimodal presentation must be creative but in the end what will be assessed is your knowledge and understanding of the topic and the way evidence is referenced and used to support an argument. The skills on the front of this task description will also be assessed. 

Think of the audience for your multimodal presentation as being a year 8 student who does not study History and is not particularly computer literate.
Draft early and allow plenty of time to trial your near-complete presentation. 

Provide instructions for how to use your multimodal presentation.


Length
The 'length' of the presentation or device you create may be negotiated with your teacher, but if a movie it should run for no more than 10 minutes and if a game or simulation take the user approximately 10 minutes to complete. 

Bibliography

A bibliography is needed. Use the referencing system required at your school. 
Technology expectations of students when submitting assignments 
Each student has different technological skill levels, so you are personally responsible for:

· getting the assistance you need, either from your teacher, other relevant staff, your peers, online assistance or someone else so that you can complete the work on time 
· backing up your work

· submitting your assignment in the form required by your teacher. 

See the Sample Project Report provided separately and mote that you will have to click the REVIEW tag/SHOW MARKUP/ and make sure the Comments box is ticked to view it properly.
